What could make a man turn to God when every event in his life screams that God
has turned his back on him?
Joseph, the eleventh son of the patriarch Jacob, had his father’s favor, and that was
his downfall. Sold into Egypt by his enraged and jealous brothers, Joseph is left
with nothing to cling to except the stories of his father’s God, a seemingly remote
and unreachable figure. Faith may prove futile, but Joseph is desperate – for the
very hate that enslaved his brothers has begun to overtake him.

Beloved. Betrayed. Despised. Exalted.
Seventeen-year-old Joseph’s life is far from
perfect. He does have his father’s favor and
trust, and the love of his younger brother
Benjamin and sister Dinah. What he does not
have is the love of his ten older brothers.
Embittered by their father’s favor towards
Joseph, his brothers take every opportunity to
spite him. Spurred to anger by their actions
and horrified by a threat made towards
Benjamin, Joseph, overcome with fury, tells
them of his dreams – for his dreams show a
future where they will bow down to him.

Outraged, his brothers take their revenge, and Joseph is sold into Egypt as a
slave. Bitterness and hate threaten to overcome him, and, in desperation,
Joseph turns to the stories of his father’s God, a distant and omnipotent
being whom Joseph has never dared to speak to. Slowly, Joseph begins to
pick up the pieces of a shattered life. But only when those carefully gathered
pieces re-break, over and over again, does Joseph truly begin to understand
what it means to “walk by faith, not by sight” (2 Corinthians 5:7).
“My image of many Biblical figures is rooted in the old Sunday school flannelgraph. There, I said it.
But not anymore. Not after reading Elizabeth Jacobson’s debut novel, Not by Sight. Her
dramatization of Joseph’s life—and his faith journey—was both compelling and entertaining. I was
captivated by this novel. I feel like I have a better understanding of Joseph and why he did the
things he did. He is far more complex than the flannelgraph I’d imagined.” ~ Hallie Lee, author of The
Shady Gully Series
“Elizabeth Jacobson presents a thoroughly researched and deeply immersive story. Although this is
a tale we all know well, Elizabeth brings it alive. I appreciated her attention to Biblical accuracy,
which is one of my sticking points with a lot of Biblical fiction. Not by Sight stays true to the details
we have in the Bible, while expanding it to explore the emotional struggles and spiritual growth of
Joseph and his family.” – Milla Holt, author of the Seasons of Faith series

Elizabeth Jacobson is a middle-school
math teacher in sunny California who
loves the Bible, fantasy, and science
fiction. She got bit by the writing bug at
age thirteen and has been frantically
putting words on pages ever since. Her
goal in writing is to share with the world
the most important message anyone
can express: the Love of God and His
Son, Jesus Christ.
Not by Sight: a novel of the patriarchs is
her first novel.
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